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E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (ATHERTON, ALFRED L) 

SUB J : REMARKS TO PRESS OF ASSISTANT SECSTATE ATHERTON AFTER 
MEETING WITH PM BEGIN, THURS 1-26-78 

1 . Q: WILL YOU TELL US ABOUT YOUR TALKS WITH THE PM? 

2. A: WE'VE HAD A VERY GOOD TALK TODAY, THIS WAS IN THE 
NATURE OF CONTINUING THE CONTACTS THAT I’VE BEEN HAVING SINCE 

1 CAME, WE DISCUSSED QUESTIONS RELATED TO THE RESUMPTION 
OF THE PEACE PROCESS, THE FORTHCOMING RESUMPTION 

OF THE MILITARY COMMITTEE, SHOULD THAT FINALLY BE RE-ARRANGED, 
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AND ALSO MY OWN ROLE IN TRYING TO BE HELPFUL BETWEEN THE TWO 
GOVERNMENTS WITH REGARD TO THE MATTERS THAT WERE UNDER 
DISCUSSION EARLIER IN THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE. 

3. Q: HAVE YOU COME TO AN AGREEMENT ON THE DECLARATION OF 
PRINCIPLES AT LEAST AS FAR AS THE ISRAELIS ARE CONCERNED? 
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4. A: WELL I THINK I HAVE A VERY GOOD UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT 
THE ISRAELI VIEWS ARE, I WILL OBVIOUSLY HAVE TO CONVEY THIS TO 
THE AUTHORITIES IN CAIRO AND SEE WHAT THEIR POSITION IS. 

5. Q: ARE YOU INTENDING TO GO TO CAIRO? 

6. A: I ANTICIPATE THAT I WILL GO TO CAIRO, PROBABLY EARLY 
NEXT WEEK FOR A CONTINUATION OF THIS PROCESS. 

7. Q: MR ATHERTON, PRESIDENT SADAT SAID THAT PROGRESS IS 
BEING MADE, OR HE INTIMATED SUCH. DO YOU FIND EVIDENCE OF THAT 
HERE? 

8. A: YES, I THINK SO, I THINK THAT AS A RESULT OF THESE TALKS 
WE HAVE HELPED MOVE MATTERS FORWARD, AT LEAST A BIT. 

9. Q: DO YOU EXPECT THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE TO RESUME IT'S 
DELIBERATIONS? 

10. A: I THINK IT'S PREMATURE TO REACH ANY JUDGEMENTS ABOUT 
THAT. 

11. Q: WHAT (ARE THE) CHANCES OF RECONVENING THE MILITARY 
TALKS NEXT WEEK? 

12. A: WELL I THINK THAT’S A QUESTION THAT I REALLY SHOULD 
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LEAVE TO THE GOVT OF ISRAEL, WHOSE DECISION THIS WILL BE. 

13. Q: DO YOU INFORM PRESIDENT CARTER ON THIS? 

14. A: WELL, KEEP SECRETARY VANCE INFORMED OF COURSE, WHO 
IN TURN KEEPS THE PRESIDENT FULLY INFORMED. 

15. Q: MR ATHERTON, WHAT IS YOUR NEXT STEP NOW? 

16. A: WELL MY NEXT STEP IS, AS I SAID, TO GO TO CAIRO, AND 

I ANTICIPATE THIS WILL BE EARLY NEXT WEEK, TO CONTINUE THE 
ROLE THAT I HAVE BEEN PLAYING. 

17. Q: (QUESTION INAUDIBLE) 

18. A: I THINK PERHAPS I'D BETTER NOT GET INTO ANY MORE 
DETAILS ON THESE TALKS; THEY ARE VERY USEFUL BUT PART OF 
THE USEFULNESS IS IN MAINTAINING THE QUIET DIPLOMACY THAT 
WE ARE TRYING TO CONDUCT. 

19. WILL YOU BE TAKING A MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT SADAT? 
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20. 1 THINK I WILL HAVE NO MORE COMMENTS. - THANK YOU. 

LEWIS 
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